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Although TNR programs are
often claimed to "work," there is a
solid body of peer-reviewed literature showing that under avafiety
of circumstances neither a TNR
program alone nor its community
cats iteration is effective at reduo
ing colony size or eliminating feral
cat colonies by attfition.{-7 In addition, other published evidence has
suggested that TNR programs are
ineffective over broader areas and
longer time scales. For example,
Foley et alt ina study of TNR
programs in San Diego County,
California, and Alachua County,
Florida, did not find reductions in
free-roaming cat populations.
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Reducing numbers
of free-roaming cats
We appreciate the recent
Viewpoint articl€ from Phillips et
alt on the role private practitionefs
can play in reducing numbers of
homelessdogs and cats and shelter
euthanasia rates. This is an issue
of great importance to the veterinary profession and to many veterinarians as individuals, and we
applaud the emphasis on methods
for increasing feral cat adoption.
That said, we disagrce with the
statenent that " [n]umerous studies
hane dernonstrated that the most
ef6cient approach to decrvesing
the numberof feral cats is through
mass sterilization of owned and
feral cats combined with colony
manag€ment." The authors cited
3 references to support this

a.

statement. However, Nuftef
evaluated the effects of a tapneuter-release (TNR) program on 9
small feral cat colonies and found
that it was effective in reducing the
size of onty the 3 smallest colonies;
Mendes-de-Almeida et al'z reported
that a single colony offeral cats in
tBrzzilratr zoo was reduced from
4O ta 17, but this required 8 years
and methods diffierent from those
commonly used in TNR programs;
and Centonze and Levy3 reported
informationprovided by feral cat
caretakers but did not inchrde
verifiable data on colorry numbers.

Veterinar]' Jledirril{
State

l.

9n

View publication stats

Thlery Work,

\i'|lir'{ ra.il:':;
i"{ :" tr *

1l;i.: t5.,it

Phillips SC. Hci.Jgc

i{ ?rcail; ili

The role of prilrrr liliiiji!.4rt1 :.:
reducing nu*thsrr, d hi'r*r:< r" ;'or
andcatsanct .hcltr'.. r""'",r . -. -J Ant |tet .lI<41 .{,rs'*t lr ,ir iir 1r '; 408.
Mendes_de-.{lmrld.i | ;t<.[l! {i{.
Gershnnl L(.. rt .ri l{rii*qsr.;;: 'r: ;
feral cat (fe,lt:- ('.JtJJ.i l-rn:'!rc:r l-ix
colony size firllr xvtnS itr .tr.r! i,,r",: I, ri
adu_lt female cill: -/ lt /rIr ll. ri' \i; {l
2011:1.3:+l(r--l+t

car€takers.

t.

/--lrr I i'f

ll{'n'

-"1

i.r',.

2002:22O:162-- l<:J-\

McCartll}'(f . Lelirrr rli. Rcrii.?1[

Estimxtioo of effce air rllr.r , ,! :ilr(r
methods ttf ftr,rl t:tt p,'ptti.rt: .r: .- .1.
trol by use of I simulili11)n nl.d(i
! Am Vet JIed A$v{'11}l i:f{.r.i{ 'f-il I
Foley P. Folev,l. Lcr'1'.i. et 3l .lnrir''is
of the impact of tr*p-ntutrr-rtlu:c
programs on populatii.rn: of lr-rll c.itr.
J Am Vet JIed A.rsoc f{lt)i:l--rl--i1781.

Longcore T. Rich C. Sullivrn Llt
Critical assessment of c[;rinr:
regarding managemcnt of lcr.rl cars
by trap-neuter-tetufi1. Crrrrsr,rl Br'.r1
2OO9;23:881-89+.
?

Bissonnette V. lussier B. Doiz€ B.
et al, Impact of a trap-neuter-return
event ort the size of f'ree-roaming crt
colonies around barns and stables
in Quebec: a randomized controlled

tti^I. Can J vef Res 2018;82 :192-197.
l.oss SR, Will T, Marra PP. The impact
offree-ranging domestic cats on
e.ildlife of the United States. trfat
Comm 2O13;4:1396. doi: ro.1038/
ncomms2380.
9.

Vor* TM,

MasseyJG, Rideout B, et al.
Fatal toxoplasmosis in frce-ranging

endangered 'Alala from Hawaii.
rYildt Dts 2OOa;56'2A5-2r2.
Barbieri MM, Kashinsky L, Rot$ein
DS, et al. Protozoal-related mortalitie$
in endangered Hawaiian monk seals
Neomonacbus scbauinslandL Dk
Aquat Organ 20f 5; 121 :85-95.
Gerhold R,Jessup D. Zoonotic
diseases arsociated with free-roamingcats. Zoonoses Publtc Heslth
2013:60:189-r9J"

I
to.

Yoorheer, Nl

Sharon L. Deem,
St Louis, l,lo

Univrrsitl.

Cefltonze L-{. Lcr r .iii { h;i,r{:(.].tics of free-t()ilnting c;r' -lnc rhuir

Dmitry Cherkarskn rno

New York, NY

ry

r

David A. leesup Dvr, r{wrir

William B. Karesh, ow

Eurltiil:

:

tefficotnrnunity

€alif

Nutter FB.

dynamics. llrrllig ."*r::u'g .,'=la;
Potentictll-l' :,tttt,'t!' t,t !,u.,* Jr
disseriation. Drpsslr. ", ' ' ir.--',:
tive Biomedicri lrirr{ ra ! i,iii'iila .!

Z.

cats implies that feral cats are
there by coflsent of local landowners. However, this is often not the
case, and establishment of TNR
programs by local officials often
makes it difficult or impossible
to remove feral cats, even from
adiacent private property.
In our vierr', TNR progfams,
as currentl-r practiced. do not optimizc the health of wildlife, human
beings" or the eil.ironment and
do not protect feral cats from the
suffering and death that life on the
streets brings.
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tions also.' In contrast, the devastating effects of feral and freeroaming cat predation on wildlife
are well documented.s In addition,
cats are the only known definitive
host of Toxoplasma gondtl, which
has rendered the Hawaiian crowe
extinct in the wild and threatens
recovery of monk seals.roAnd,
other diseases and parasites of
feral cats are known to have negative consequences for the health
of humans and other animal
sllecies.rr
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Phillips et af also suggested
that "Because fewer feral cats also
TNR programs of appropriate
scale are good for wildlife popula-

DvFr, Pa&

ll

Dvrrr, PhD

Dv!t, riFvr.r

Honolulu, Hewaii
978

JAVMA

I

OCT 15,

2018

I

VOL

253

I

N0.

I

